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The year 1967 marked Canada’s 100
th
 year of nationhood from coast to coast. 

Amherstburg  participated with celebrations and the creation of the town’s      

Centennial Park.  

This mural identifies attributes of Amherstburg’s riverfront,  marine heritage, and 

industrial economic history. Canada’s and Amherstburg’s multicultural identity is 

expressed through the flags in the mural, as well as the design of the official    

Canadian Centennial Logo. 

Mural 1 — 1966-67 

CANADA’S CENTENNIAL YEAR 

Mural 2 — 1966-67 

NORTH TO FREEDOM 

The roots of the Black presence in Canada dates to the early 17
th
 century. Early 

Loyalist settlers in this area brought slaves with them. The Anti-Slave Law of 

1793 forbade further importation of slaves into Upper Canada, and The Abolition 

of Slavery Act ended slavery in Canada on August 1, 1834. 

Amherstburg’s location made it a strategic destination and port of entry for     

freedom seekers who followed the “Underground Railroad”. The area became a 

center of abolitionist resettlement activity. 

Today, the story of Amherstburg’s Black heritage is told at the Amherstburg 

Freedom Museum. 



Mural 3 — 1966-67 

NEW FRANCE 

In the late 1670s French explorers and fur traders were the first Europeans to enter 

the Lake region of Ontario and  establish contact with aboriginal communities. The 

Black Robes, missionary priests, attempted to bring “civilization” to the frontier. In 

1742 a mission house was established on Bois Blanc Island.  It became the first 

place of Christian worship in the territory. 

This mural illustrates the fur trade through the “coureurs de bois” and also the en-

couragement of land settlement during that time, referred to as New France. 

Mural 4 — 1964-65 

AGRICULTURAL SETTLEMENT 

While European settlements during the French  Regime began in the early 1700s, 

pioneer agricultural settlement in Upper Canada and the Amherstburg and Sand-

wich areas began in earnest with the arrival of United Empire Loyalists from the 

United States following the American Revolution.   These early settlers faced a land 

of Carolinian forest and swamp, therefore survival meant the use of all available   

resources. A pioneer is portrayed amidst freshly-chopped stumps with a forested 

background.  

Often large land grants were offered to notable loyalists like veteran Indian Agent 

Colonel Matthew Elliott who developed an agricultural estate. Elliott was later re-

called to serve in the War of 1812 and was forced to abandon his estate with the 

American invasion of Amherstburg in 1813. 

Mural 5 —1964-65 

FRENCH EXPLORATION AND  ABORIGINAL CONTACT 

This mural represents the first European and First Nations cultural contact in this 

region. French Explorer Robert Cavalier de La Salle entered the Detroit River    

below Amherstburg on August 10, 1679 on his ship, the ‘Griffon’. A First nations 

individual is on horseback viewing the ship from a distance.  The Contact and   

conflict of the Europeans and First Nations is strongly portrayed in this mural, a  

relationship which has a strong impact on the course of Canada’s history.  



Mural 6 —1964-65 

FORT MALDEN 1796 

Following the implementation of the Jay’s Treaty on June 1st 1796, British military 

forces evacuated Detroit, and relocated in Amherstburg, to construct Fort Am-

herstburg (Malden).  

In the foreground, corn is shown to indicate the growth of agriculture. The flag is 

the Grand Union, the flag of Great Britain before the union with Ireland in 1801.  

The fort and naval yard provided security for the resettlement of pioneer Loyalists 

and veterans of the American revolution in Amherstburg. By 1812 there were more 

than 90 families living in Amherstburg.  By 1820 the town population had grown to 

500 people. 

This mural represents the meeting of Chief Tecumseh and Major-General Isaac 

Brock. On August 13, 1812, Tecumseh and Brock met for the first time in Am-

herstburg. This historic meeting was arranged by local agent Col. Matthew Elliott. 

Brock and Tecumseh had mutual respect and admiration for each other. Brock 

described Tecumseh, “A more sagacious or a more gallant warrior does not, I be-

lieve, exist. He was the envy of everyone who conversed with him.” Tecumseh 

described Brock, “This is a man.”  The First Nations allies under Tecumseh add-

ed essential strength for the British regulars and the Canadian militia to capture 

Detroit three days later without a single casualty. 

Mural 7 — 1964-65 

TECUMSEH AND BROCK 

Mural 8 —1964-65 

BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE 

This mural represents the battle of Lake Erie on September 10
th
, 1813 which 

resulted in an American victory.  

The strategic need to control the lake for military supply lines was paramount 

to both sides. The loss of the British fleet compelled Colonel Proctor to order 

the destruction of Fort Malden, the Naval Yard, and Government buildings be-

fore the British retreated from the area. 



Mural 9 —1964-65 

AMERICAN OCCUPATION 

This mural represents the occupation of Amherstburg by American military forces 

following the Battle of Lake Erie in September 1813.  

The occupation began on September 27, 1813. The process of rebuilding the fort 

was arduous, and only partially complete when the occupation ended.  

Fort Malden was the only British fort in American hands at the date of the signing of 

the Treaty of Ghent on December 24, 1814. Fort Malden was returned to the British 

on July 1st, 1815. 

HISTORY OF ORIGIN 

The original murals were created by John Oliver in 1965 and Bruno Vendrasco in 1967.  In 2012, 

as part of the Bicentennial of the War of 1812, Master Painter Jason Dyrda was contracted to re-

store all 9 murals. 
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